BUUF Child Dedication Ceremony (adapted)
Updated as of 11-2018
Welcome and Invocation

Minister: Revered Religious Educator, Sophia Lyon Fahs, writes that each night a child is born is a holy night. Indeed in our faith tradition we seek to honor our children as individuals, to value their unique gifts and contributions to this beloved community and to support their own search for truth and meaning. 
In our UU tradition, we offer families an opportunity to participate in child dedications. This dedication reflects our covenantal tradition as the child is dedicated to the community, rather than the belief system, and we dedicate ourselves to their spiritual formation and care.
DRE: We are not “saving” them with our actions today, we are rather welcoming them on the path to being human, and committing to help guide them as they find their own way.
Minister: Today we dedicate three beautiful children, would the families please come forward. 
do you take upon yourselves the privilege, responsibility, ache and joy of caring for them in body, mind and spirit? If so, say “we do.”

BLESSING WITH THE ELEMENTS
Minister: In reverence for our earth and our interdependence upon it and all living things, we offer you this blessing of the four elements:

(First, the blessing of earth, good, clean dirt.
May you know you are made up of the same stuff as the earth and the stars. May you always feel at home in your own body, for your body is good.  Put down deep roots, play in the dirt, get muddy.

DRE: We bless you with AIR With each breath may you know that you are connected to all living things. Breathe deeply, blow bubbles, run with the wind.

DRE: We bless you with FIRE. Let the light of this candle reflect that divine spark which burns always in your soul. Trust your dreams. May light guide your way in the years to come.  

Minister: We bless you with WATER. The holy water of this congregation, gathered this fall in the Water Communion Service. As water ebbs and flows in your life, so too do your emotions and feelings. Play in the water, let it rain down upon you and rush by you in rivers.
Drink deeply from the well of life.
Minister: And beauty…. With this rose as the symbol of beauty in our world, we touch your brow, your lips and your hands as blessing and dedication of your thoughts, your words and your deeds 

DEDICATION
DRE: 

Will the children of the congregation please stand? It is your turn to make a promise. Do you promise to welcome 

1) Bulwin Hector and Sylvia Kay 

2) Patrick Joseph 
to watch out for them, to treat them as you want to be treated and to help them when they are sad or hurt? 
If so, say “we do”

We do.

Minister: To you, the members and friends of this fellowship the extended family of these children we dedicate today––especially our children as you will become connected by the roots of your faith for years to come. If you would pledge to love and care for these children, to encourage them in the way of truth and of the spirit to live lives full of justice and compassion, please say “we do.”    

DRE: Please rise in body or spirit to join us in the congregational affirmation, the words are in your order of service.
Congregation: We, members and friends of the Boise Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, welcome you, our children, into this beloved community. We promise to nurture a space in which you can explore, ask questions and search for your own truth and meaning​​. We will support you in your spiritual growth, honor and respect your wisdom and ideas, offering guidance when you seek it. May you walk all your days in the spirit of love and justice. Amen. Blessed be. 

MINISTER:
(Will walk children down aisle)

1) Bulwin Hector and Sylvia Kay 

2) Patrick Joseph 
You are now dedicated to this amazing fellowship. May we serve you well and may you be a blessing!
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